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GDR, POLISH, AND HUNGARIAN TRANSPORTATION DATA

SHORTAGE OF PASSENGER AUTOMOBILES IN GDR -- Frankfurt, Frankfurter Allgemeine,
T Nov 53

The Federal Ministry of All-Germsn Questions, in a comparison of the motor
vehicle statistics of the German Federal Republic and the GDPR, has determined
that the average age of passenger automcbiles in the GDR is about 17 years.
Since the additions from recent production and from the small import gquota are
negligible, the obsolescence of the GDR motor vehicles is continuing.

By 1952, the German Federal Republic had a 60 percent increase over 1936 or
16 times o5 many passenger automcbiles in operation as the GDR. At the same time,
the GDR, with about 52,900 vehicles, had reached only a bare 25 percent of the
prevaer Tigure. While:the German Federal Republic has one passenger car per 0.29
square kilometer or oné car for every 56 inhebitants, the GDR has one car per 2.0
square kilometers or one for every 325 inhabitants.
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RATIWAY TRACKS OBSOLETE IN THE GDR ~-- Hamburg, Hamburger Abendblatt, 22 Oct 53

The GDR govermment wants to import 50,000 tons of rails from the Soviet
Union this fall. They are to be used to repair railway facilities and for laying
a second track in some places.

Munich, Sueddeutsche Zeitung, 15 Oct 53

The following date were included in an internal memorandum of the GDR
Ninistry of Trahsport, which has now been published in West Berlin by the
Investigating Committee of Free Jurists!

The track superstructure in the GDR is worn out, with the rails brittle and
the crossties rotted. There is a total of 520 reduced-speed sections on the GDR
railroad network. Some main lines have one broken rail per day for every
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10 kilometers of track. Amonc loccmotive engineers, the Bitterfold-Le
line is known as the "dead men's railrond.”
with major damages on the interzone line,

Griebnitzsee can be crossed orly at walking Spred, while other raduced-speoed
sections on this line eall for a moximum speed of 20 kilcmeters per hour. The
broken rails are frequently just weclded toether, teocause replacament rmils ore
not availahle. The spikes ar» so lonsely fastoned ‘nto thae rotted waod ¢l the
erossties tiat they can he mulled cut by hand, Under thes» corditions, wracks
are & daily sccurrence,

ipuin
Lxperts have detected 173 srots

Berlin-Marienborn. One bridse near

Y

BROYWH COAL USED AS LOCOMOTIVE FUEL III THE GDR -- Duesseldorf, Verkehrs-Wirtschaft,
14 Nov 5%

Two months af'ter the GDP Ministry of Railroads announced that leccomotives
could be converted to use hituminous coel, hecause of the conl shipments from
Poland, the railroads have been forced egein to usec browr coal ss locomotive fuel.
The West Berlin Investigaticn Committee of Free Jurists reports thet the conl
shipments from Poland stogped after o short time, and no reasorn wss miven for the

cessation of deliveries. Besides, the coal was so bad that the railrocd men re-
ferred to it as "terred rocks."

IMFROVEMENTS IN POLISH WATERWAYS -- Paris, Jourral de la Marine Merchende, 3 Sep 53

According to o bulletin received fw-v the Agence Franee Presse, the H.dro-
electrie Institute of the Polish Academy of Scicnces had drewn up a plan for
changes in Polish watervays., The Wisla River would beecone a primary navigable
artery vith Warsav as a port for deep gea vessels. The plan provides for estab-
liskment of powerful electriccl plants on the Wisla for irrigation of 150,000
hectares of land, and for dik

kes to elinminate the fleods to which this region is
subjected.

HIGHIAYS CONSTRUCTED IN HUNCARY -- Paris

; Revue Gonerale des Routes et de
Aarodromes, Jun 52
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A giant rarage has Just b
MAVAUT (Hunrarian
Hungarian cities.

cen completad at Budapest for the busses of +the hupe
Gtate Railrond Rus Network), whose lines link all important

In nddition to several undred kilometers of roeds
& concrete automohile highway 200 kilemeters long
artery in the north -south direction, is heip~

baing widenad and asphalted,
; definitely o vital Hungarian
corstructed. It will link Budapest
with the Pecs coal hasin end will pass throush the new stee' center of Sztalinvaros.
Four thousand workmen are presently employed, using the most modern machines, on

the most difficult stretch, which crosses the Mecsek mountains for 50 kilometers,

between Szekszard and Pecs. Also, a paved road, 101 kilometers long, is being
built between Kiskunfelegyhaze and Baja.
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